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The MWA Newsletter is at last moving into the 
21st century . Beginning with edition Number 148,

the newsletter will no longer be distributed in paper 
form.  It will instead be published on line to every 
member whose internet address is on our files.  It 

has been originated in full colour for many years, 
but the extremely high cost of colour photo copying 
has necessitated conversion to old fashioned black 

& white for publication. Needless to say, no amount 
of Photo Shopping can make B&W pictures look 
esactly like the original objects!   Of course, there 

are some members who are not on line, and for 
them, and also for visitors to the Club, a small run 
of B&W paper copies will still be produced.   Unless 

the number is very small, the budget will not run to 
colour printing.  Important. If you are on line, but 
don’t receive your newsletter in August, please 

e-mail me. on  alan@al2783hare.plus.com

I would like to thank MWA member Stephen Tribbick 
for helping to compile a full list of  members’ e-mail 
addresses

Alan

        For your Diary

June 12th.  MWA All Day Seminar, 

July 14th .  Ben Dick will demonstrate.

July 19th to 5th August.  Exhibition in  Uxbridge 
Library UB8 1HD   Details will be announced .

August 11th. Workshop evening, incl. sharpening.
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It has been a long time since you last received a 
Newsletter. Some of you will know that I was taken 
very seriously ill in the New Year. I was lucky to 
survive, thanks to excellent treatment and care in 
Hillingdon Hospital, and the support of my family, but 
there has been a price to pay. Both my mobility and my 
hearing have further declined, and I have not been able 
to produce reports of some of our club activities this 
year. I will in this edition make brief accounts of those 
events that I did attend, and do my best to resume the 
flow of newsletters for the rest of the year. 

You will notice that there is no name listed as 
Webmaster. Vanessa has found it necessary to resign, 
and we need a replacement.  Who amongst you has the 
computer skills and interest to take on this important 
job? The web site is up to date, and will need only 
occasional attention, so the job will not be too arduous. 
Talk to our Chairman, Tony Champion, if you are 
interested in the job and would like to know more.

Perhaps this is a good moment to remind you that all 
the Officers of the Committee, and some of the 
committee members will be stepping down at this 
year’s AGM.  All have been in post for a number of 
years, and feel that it is time for a change. The Club will 
benefit by having a new team in charge. If any members 
are interested in serving in any capacity, please talk to 
the current officers.  We ask all members to give this 
matter serious consideration.                                              

Club Meetings & Events 
August 14th   Workshop  Making a lidded box 

September 11th  Martin Saban Smith 

Cassiobury Park, Watford  WD18 7LD   
26th August to 27th August 
Surrey Association of Woodturners Open 
Day   28th October 
Pinner Fair, Pinner Memorial Park 8th Sept. 



 

     For many years  the Club has held its 
annual seminar out in the Buckinghamshire 
countryside .This year it made sense to use 
our new venue in North Harrow instead. 
North Harrow offers many advantages, not 
least not having to transport most of our 
equipment to and from Gt. Kingshill. The 
new club room is spacious, has an excellent 
kitchen, and an accessible free car park right 
next door to it. It is readily divided by 
partitions to separate the eating area from the 
demonstration area. As the date is always on a 
Sunday, local traffic is light, making it easy to 
get there.

     Our demonstrator for 
Sunday 10th June was 
Jason Smith.  His 
specialism is decorating 
and colouring turnery 
made in otherwise 
undistinguished timber, 
and he is a relatively 
new to the demonstrator 

circuit   Jason began 
by turning a basic 
platter. There were 
no new techniques 
at this stage, but he 
did take care to talk 
about what he was 
doing, and the tools 
and techniques he 
was using. All 

pretty basic stuff.  Preliminary mounting was 
on a short screw chuck, and the whole of the 
underside of the platter was turned at this 
stage. particular care was taken to shape a 
foot on the platter, which also incorporated a 
chucking recess. the foot was decorated using 
a small Sorby decorating wheel. After “de-
whiskering” the decoration with  a Nyweb 
pad, the whole of The underside was sealed 
and waxed.    

MWA Annual Seminar 2018 After re-chucking, the top surface of the 
platter was levelled and the centre taken out 
roughly with a bowl gouge, followed by 
shaping the top face of the platter. The 
roughed out centre was left as it was, but the 
rest of the platter was sanded, sealed, ready 
for decoration to begin. The first stage was 
to spray a dark colour in a wide band around 
the rim of the platter.  A power carving tool 
driving a narrow gouge was then used to 
carve a pattern through the coloured band. 
This was already beginning to look good, 
but Jason had by no means finished!  He 
next sprayed on red pigment, which he then 
proceeded to further distress it with a 
ferocious cutter in his angle grinder. After 
that, another coat of yellow pigment 
followed by a roasting with a blowtorch!  
Back in the lathe, the centre was finally 
turned out to a harmonious shape, and small 
grooves were put in to define edges.  Light 
sanding and sealing, 
followed by a final coat 
of clear lacquer overall 
completed the job.  The 
finished platter was 
quite impressive.

     On a new blank, 
Jason demonstrated a 
technique of decorating by applying colours 
in dabs with twists of kitchen paper. Layer 
upon layer was built up in varying colours 
over a base colour until he was satisfied with 
the effect. The whole was sealed with 
lacquer, and it was ready for further turning. 
As he had more to show us, 
this was put aside.  
Jason’s next 
demonstration showed 
how different effects 
could be had from wiping 
colour washes over the 
work, then modifying the 
effect by sanding off part 
of the surface colours.
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Seminar Contd. 

We were to see a 
finished example of this 
technique later on.
     During the morning 
we had enjoyed a coffee 
break - the plastic chairs 
become harder as time 
passes!  Lunch was the 
usual buffet, served in 
the part of the room 
divided from the 
demonstration area. There was ample food, and a 
fair choice too. The Instant Gallery was set up 
along the partition, with a separate display for the 
Graddage Award.  Jason judged the Graddage 
Award, commenting upon each item,  Entries for 
both the Instant Gallery and for the Graddage 
Award were very sparse this time. Perhaps this 
reflected the much lower attendance than usual.  
This was a disappointment for those who worked 
so hard to present the Seminar. What was on show 
was of very good quality, as the pictures show.  
The display was boosted by the inclusion of some 
of Stuart King’s automata. These humorous and 
ingenious presentations always raise a few smiles!
Also on show was the spinning wheel made as a 
joint effort by club turners for entry in the 
Daventry show this year. An excellent job which 
narrowly missed first place in the competition.
     After lunch, Jason  began a new project, again 
mainly concerned with 
decorating techniques. 
Taking a fairly thick blank, 
he mounted it on a screw 
chuck, and skimmed its face 
and its circumference, 
making provision for re-
chucking.  It was to be a 
wall clock, so he rechucked 
the blank, shaped it to make 
a surround for the clock, and turned the recess for 
the clock movement. 
All surfaces were 
very smooth as 
turned, so needed 
little sanding before 
Jason sprayed a dark 
brown pigment. 
overall.  Decoration 
was applied using a 
Sorby decorating 
wheel. and also by 

applying an engineer’s knurling 
tool, then sanding to remove 
whiskers and lighten the colour. 
Jason then applied Gilt Cream 
all over the surface, filling all 
the decorative cuts. This was 
allowed to dry for a while, then 
wiped off before applying wax 

polish 
which was buffed to 
a high finish.As can 
be seen from the 
picture, the final 
effect set off the 
clock movement 

very well.  Jason also 
had available an 
alternative clock 
mount decorated by 
blended colour 
washes, and finished 
with liming wax. This 
was also very 
effective.  
      As he still had time in hand, Jason used it to 

enlarge upon his technique of 
dabbing on colour with paper 
pads, this time without any 
incised decoration. He used a 
blank which  had already been 
prepared for this, as shown in 
the picture. It is interesting to 
note that when turning bowls, 

Jason only part turns out the inside, leaving 
provision for rechucking,  the reverses the 
bowl to complete the underside, which also has 
provision for rechucking, after which the inside 
is fully turned and finished.

     Jason Smith is a seasoned turner. His tool 
handling is notable for its smoothness and 
positive approach. He is at ease with his 
audience, answering all comments and 
questions, and explaining clearly what he is 
doing. As mentioned in the introduction, his 
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main thrust for this session was techniques and equipment to do with decorating otherwise 
featureless wood. Those who were present must have discovered several techniques hitherto 
unknown to them. The Instant Gallery, though rather sparse this time, was a feast of superbly 
executed work, and some really beautiful pieces were offered in the Graddage award display.  The 
Seminar was very good value for money for those who attended. Hopefully, next year should see a 
better attendance as the word gets around.

Seminar Conclusion

Communications 
it is very important that accurate information can be sent quickly to MWA Members 
concerning the Club Programme, other events, and anything which the Committee needs 
to bring to the attention of the members.  The Newsletter is valuable in this respect, but is 
published, at best, bi-monthly.  Sometimes the interval is greater than that.  However, the 
website is readily accessible 24 hours a day and 7days per week. There have recently 
been mistakes in published programme details,.  The web site will be kept up to date and 
accurate, and we urge members to consult it regularly at   middxturners.com   and keep 
themselves up to date.  Keep the address in your contacts list!   

Ornamental Turning 
In March, we had a taste of Ornamental 
Turning. This is a fascinating branch of turning 
which uses mechanical means to ornately 
decorate preciously turned surfaces. It was a 
hobby of rich people in Victorian and 
Edwardian times, some of whom went so far 
as to employ professional ornamental turners 
full time! The equipment was, and still is, 
extremely expensive. Not many ornamental 
lathes have survived, and many of those that 
have, end up unused in museums, which is a 
great shame. Not many of today’s practitioners 
can afford genuine  ornamental turning 
equipment, and much ingenuity goes into 
creating devices which will achieve the same 
results.  Finished 
elaborate ornamental 
turnings are much prized 
and very valuable. They 
have to be kept under 
glass, other wise they 
become elaborate dust 
traps! 

Our demonstrator for the evening was Tony 
Cliff, an amateur ornamental turner. He has 
modified a standard Myford wood turning lathe 
to enable rudimentary ornamental turning to 
be done.  Several things, apart from a lathe, 
are needed to create ornamental turnings. 
They are, a compound slide rest to enable 
controlled movements of tools in two, and 
even another vertical to the first two (got it?)  
A powered rotary tool holder, and a wide 
assortment of cutters, plus the means of 
maintaining their sharpness, and perhaps 
most essential of all, a dividing plate to enable 
precise spacing of the various cuts to be 
made.  For very advanced work, elaborate 
mechanical chucks are also in use. Tony had 
prepared a Power Point presentation, showing  
a brief history of Ornamental Turning, and how 
he had approached the conversion of his 
lathe. He also included a bibliography. This 
was displayed on our screens, while Tony read 
through captions of the pictures. Of course, 
the room lights were off, so no pictures were 
possible. He had begun by purchasing an 
already available accessory slide rest made by 
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Myford for the 
lathe. At first he 
had attempted to 
attach a Dremel 
type motor to the 
slide rest to drive 
his commercially 
available cutters, 
but this was far too 

bulky and awkward in use, so he graduated to 
using a flexible shaft driven by the Dremel. This 
was better, but still a clumsy method. Tony had 
joined The Society of Ornamental turners. 
Members exchange experiences, and also offer 
second hand 
specialist tooling, so 
Tony was able too buy 
original nineteenth 
century equipment.  
He acquired a division 
plate and an original 
slide rest, with 
matching cutter 
drives, and also an 
assortment of  

purpose made 
cutters.  These he 
has adapted for 
use on his Myford 
Lathe, retaining 
part of the Myford 
slide rest. Using 
authentic gadgets 

has made the work much more straightforward.  
The presentation completed, Tony was able to 
demonstrate how how he used this equipment 
to cut one of the basic patterns which underly 
so much ornamental turnery.  Tony had some 
examples of his work, but they were not well 

displayed, 
though he 
did pass 
some of 
them 
around the 
audience. 
Some of 
them 

were the result of multiple passes using different 
shaped cutters, and were quite beautiful. He 
demonstrated the cutting of the basic fluted 
pattern, often used on boxes. It is a slow 
process, but the result are worth the time taken. 
Much depends upon the wood used. Hard, fine 
grained timbers such as boxwood or ebony work 
best, though fruit woods and sycamore are good 
for practising. Cutting tools have to be absolutely 
razor sharp, as the finish on the wood is a direct 
copy of the cutting edges. Sanding has no place 
in ornamental turning! It is a fascinating 
business, demanding extreme patience and 
ingenuity. A few of our members also belong to 
The Society of Ornamental Turners. Tony 
Champion has made his own tooling, usable on 
a small lathe, using standard engineering 
components, and is getting some excellent 
results.   

This was an interesting meeting. We would have 
liked a greater proportion of practical 
demonstration, as there were many points which 
might have been better presented by actual 
demonstration. However, as a taster for a complex 
hobby, it stimulated much interest. Many of the 
recommended books on the subject were written in 
the eighteenth or nineteenth centuries, and make 
for very dry reading.  May I, as editor, suggest two 
more modern books from my personal collection?  
You will probably need to search libraries for them. 
They are:  Ornamental Turning by T.D.Walshaw. 
Pub Argus Books in 1990,  and  Ornamental 
Turnery by Frank M. Knox. Pub Prentice Hall Press 
New York in 1986.  T.D.Walshaw’s book is 
particularly good.

Ornamental Turning contd.
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Gallery

Graddage Entries
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