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The MWA Newsletter is at last moving into the 
21st century . Beginning with edition Number 148,

the newsletter will no longer be distributed in paper 
form.  It will instead be published on line to every 
member whose internet address is on our files.  It 

has been originated in full colour for many years, 
but the extremely high cost of colour photo copying 
has necessitated conversion to old fashioned black 

& white for publication. Needless to say, no amount 
of Photo Shopping can make B&W pictures look 
esactly like the original objects!   Of course, there 

are some members who are not on line, and for 
them, and also for visitors to the Club, a small run 
of B&W paper copies will still be produced.   Unless 

the number is very small, the budget will not run to 
colour printing.  Important. If you are on line, but 
don’t receive your newsletter in August, please 

e-mail me. on  alan@al2783hare.plus.com

I would like to thank MWA member Stephen Tribbick 
for helping to compile a full list of  members’ e-mail 
addresses

Alan

        For your Diary

June 12th.  MWA All Day Seminar, 

July 14th .  Ben Dick will demonstrate.

July 19th to 5th August.  Exhibition in  Uxbridge 
Library UB8 1HD   Details will be announced .

August 11th. Workshop evening, incl. sharpening.
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Mac Kemp
Sadly I have to announce the death, after a long illness, 
of Mac Kemp. Long time members of MWA will 
remember him. He was a key founder member of 
MWA, and its first Chairman, a post which he held for 
some years.  As it happened, he also was able to get our 
embryo Newsletters printed, so I had much contact with 
him in the early years.  Mac was a highly skilled and 
prolific  turner, and was a very active member until his 
retirement, when he moved away. He was a friendly, 
indeed charming man, always ready to help novice 
turners, and those of us who knew him will be saddened 
by his passing, and offer our condolences to his family.

A Scam to avoid!
I have a message from another club regarding a Scam 
which is doing the rounds. If you are seriously into 
selling your products, beware!  This one purports to 
come from a gallery asking for details of items 
available to buy as a presents and would pay by cheque, 
i.e. phishing for bank details to send the cheque to, or 
maybe for other purposes or for a bouncing cheque. The 
wording was a bit strange as is often the case and an 
indicator that it may well be a phishing email . A 
Google search showed that this particular email scam 
has been around for some time.  If you should receive 
such an email, do not open any attachments, and do not 
reply to it. Instead, forward it to Action Fraud at 
NFIBPHishing@city-of-london.pnn.polce.uk  and then 
trash it.  Further advice is either on their website or by 
phoning 0300 123 2040 Monday - Friday 9am to 6pm.

Library.
Gordon has asked me to remind you that the Library is 
there to be used! It is probably the largest of all club 
libraries, and  contains much information not available 
elsewhere.  Gordon also respectfully requests that 
menbers with overdue books should return them as 
soon as possible, as others may be waiting for them.  

                                  Alan
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January Meeting 
MWA Member Phil 
Jones is a 
professional turner, 
and is on the 
Register of the 
Worshipful 
Company of 
Turners.  He served 
a six year 
apprenticeship with 
a family wood 
turning firm, and runs his own business in 
Aylesbury. He will tackle any kind of 
turning job from copy turning to gallery 
pieces, including ornamental turning. He is a 
skilled teacher of turning techniques, and 
also demonstrates at various woodturning 
clubs, including MWA.  A glance at his web 
site reveals his versatility, and the vast range 
of work that he can offer. The list is too long 
to include here!  Phil’s work is of the 
highest quality, and shows impeccable 
attention to detail.  His knowledge and skills 
make him a great asset to Middlesex 
Woodturners.  Visit   
www.acornwoodturning.co.uk  It gives 
much information besides pictures of Phil’s 
work. 

Phil always begins 
his demonstrations 
with a short but 
comprehensive 
demonstration and 
explanation of the 
basic cuts used in 
wood turning, the 
tools, their 
sharpening, and tips on getting the best out 
of them. He used a piece of softwood 
between centres, and it was notable how 
clean his surfaces were direct from the tools, 
with crisp detail and little need for sanding. 
Moving on to his main demonstration, 
which was to be of small scale turning, Phil 
used two hardwood blanks to create a novel 
salt and pepper set. 

 The blanks were 
mounted in a 
chuck, and 
turned first into 
cylinders.  These 
were drilled, and 
turned to egg 
shapes, while 
remaining attached to the stub in the chuck.  
Boring out the interiors came next. Phil has a 
specially made tool for this small operation, 
but it was not to hand, so he used a spindle 
gouge to do most of the hollowing. In all these 
operations, 
Phil offered 
a 
commentary, 
and was 
prepared to 
respond to 
questions 
and 
comments 
from the members.  

Phil returned to the outside of the shapes, and 
it dawned on us that the work had a distinctly 
porcine appearance. The next task was to 
mark out and drill holes for the insertion of 
ears and legs. Phil wrapped masking tape 
around the chuck body, on which he marked 
the relative positions of ears and legs. He had 
determined the measurements in advance, and 
stepped them out with dividers.  From these 
he was able to mark the hole centres, which 
were drilled in situ.  This was a useful 
technique which we had not seen before.  The 
bodies could now be completed, sanded, and 
parted off.  The legs and ears were simple 
turning jobs, though rather small, the ears 
being shaped on a small drum sander held in 
in the chuck.  The bodies were now parted off 
revealing the completed piggy shapes.  
Suitable holes were drilled for salt and pepper, 
and the legs and ears glued into place.   
hollow bodies needed stoppers with cork 
seals.
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The stoppers were 
turned from a 
scrap of hardwood.  
The cork rings 
were made from 
slices of wine 
bottle cork, drilled 
and held on a 
simple jam chuck. Cork may be turned with normal 
lathe tools, provided that sharp tools and

a high speed are 
used.  To round off 
the job, Phil quickly 
turned a saucer upon 
which to rest the salt 
and pepper pigs, 
making a novel 
addition to the meal 
table!   This was a very novel and enjoyable 
demonstration, well and clearly presented by a 
master turner.  

The club’s Poolwood 1000 lathe has given us 
good service over many years.  However, as 
the club’s fihances were in a healthy state, the 
Committee decided that our demonstrators 
deserved something more up to date on which 
to display their skills. The old lathe has been 
sold, and replaced by a massive machine from 
the Axminster catalogue. A good discount was 
agreed with Axminster, who facilitated the 
quick delivery of the machine, complete with 
heavy stand and necessary accessories.  The 
weight of this machine would have made 
manhandling it from the store room into the 
lift, and into the upstairs room difficult, but 
Chairman Tony Champion solved the problem 
by fitting the stand with retractable castor wheels, a highly succcessful modification. The 
new lathe had its first official outing for Phil Jones’ demonstration.  

3

January Meeting Contd.
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An Interesting Exhibit 
 This simple vase shown on the competition table is more than it seems 
to be. It has been decorated with pyrography in a complex pattern unlike 
any we have seen before. At first I marvelled at the patience of the the 
artist, but by chance, when idly scrolling through ‘u-tube’ on my 
computer, I came across what it really is.  It is an example of Lichtenberg 
Fractal Woodburning. The pattern is generated by applying a high 
voltage (2000 volts plus) electrical current to the wood after it has been 
damped with a solution of salt or bicarbonate of soda.  The current 
creeps across the wood, burning it as it goes, branching randomly to 
make the tree like patterns related to mathematical fractals. Similar 
patterns are seen in forked lightening flashes.  Most of the examples 
shown on ‘u-tube’ have been generated with home made equipment, and 
I must say that I have never seen such dangerous lashed together 
contraptions in my life!  The makers are often young persons who are 
completely unaware of the dangers of high voltage electricity. Already 
some have been killed by their crude and carelessly used apparatus.  Did 
you know that it takes only a few thousandths of an amp of high voltage 
current to paralyse muscles, and even to stop your heart and kill you?  
Think of Tazers, and if you are tempted to experiment, be sure that you 
are fully informed of the risks, and take all possible safety precautions.

New Lighting
Our Chairman has been busy!  For some time, we have been less than pleased with the quality of the 
pictures from our video projectors.  Happily, another club had solved the problem by using high 
intensity photographic lights for their set up. Tony Champion has followed their example, and 
replaced the old lamps in our gantry with new, and quite expensive, photographic lamps.  The 
improvement has been pronounced, with better definition, and truer colour rendering.  Well worth 
the expense!  Your Editor/Cameraman is particularly pleased as his camera has no longer to work at 
the extreme of its capability and is producing much higher quality pics that need very little if any 
Photoshop enhancement. 
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Diary Dates 
April13th   Workshop Evening         April 14th to 17th Great Missenden Show    
29th April to 1st May  Mapleduram Show              May 11th Margaret Garrard        
June 8th  Workshop Evening           June 11th  Seminar with Jason Breach 
July 13th  Les Thorne                                   August 10th   Workshop Evening
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February Workshop  Evening   

I was not present for this meeting, but it has been reported that the plan to use three lathes for 
the production of  a pair of candlesticks was moderately successful. Following the earlier 
success of the making of a three legged stool, the plan was for bases and stems to be made 
communally, and assembled later.  In the event, it was not easy to ensure that everyone who 
wished to take part had a fair share of lathe time. Some were disappointed when others took 
longer than had been allowed for.  We learn as we go on, and the matter will be addressed for 
future sessions.  The components that were completed were assembled and finished later by 
Tony Champion. The candlesticks will be placed on the Charity table at our next exhibition.   

Alan. 

I thought that you might like this!  Alan

Photo by Stuart King



Gallery

Worshipful Company of Turners Competition entry.  

“Fires of London” by Stuart King
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