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NEWSLETTER

Editor’s  Comments 

              Visit:   www.middxturners.com

First of all I must remind those who have yet to 
renew their memberships to do so without delay.  
This is because names are removed from the 
AWGB membership register in March, meaning that 
you will no longer receive ‘Revolutions’ or 
discounts.  You might be lucky and receive the MWA 
Newsletter in the hope that you will wish to rejoin 
us, but eventually that will be stopped too.  

That being said,  I am pleased to report that to date 
some 90% of members have renewed promptly.  
Thank you all for that. We think that we must be 
getting a few things right!

We are becoming more popular, having been 
invited to participate in the Harrow Arts Show.  I will 
give more details on another page.  I am also 
pleased to tell you that our “Cow Byre” exhibition is 
back later this year.  More details later on.

I was not present to report on the January meeting 
as I was bobbing around in my son-in law’s small 
yacht down in Falmouth.  It’s a wetter version of 
camping, and a very enjoyable change from the 
daily round.  But it was nice to get back home 
though!

     Alan  

Committee News   
With the withdrawal at the AGM of Will Mailes from the committee, we lost our PR 
Officer.  PR is important to MWA and we shall be looking for somebody who would be 
prepared to give a little time to fill that gap.  Hopefully, somebody will volunteer, but if 
not, we shall be making gentle approaches to likely people.

Please give it some thought, and talk to Adrian Needham or Mike Collas if you think 
that this is something you would like to do for the Club. 



Thin Turning with Tony Walton
As I you know, I was not present for the 
demonstration given by Tony Walton in January.  
However, my spies tell me that he demonstrated 
the making of a very thin stemmed goblet from a 
length of unseasoned branch wood.  Unseasoned 
wood is much more tough and less brittle than 
seasoned wood, hence his choice.    I have had the 
pleasure of watching Tony make such a goblet at 
the Ally Pally show in 2007, and know that he 
would have started by turning the goblet part, 
making it a thin and light in weight as possible.  
To do this he would have turned both the inside 
and the outside together, working his way down 
to the bottom by about 1 cm at a time, and 
sanding as he went.

To turn the thin 
stem, he would 
have adopted a 
similar method, 
working a little 
way at a time 
towards the 
chuck. Very 
soon he would 
need to support 
the top of the 
goblet with the 
tailstock centre, 
using a wad of 

paper in the bowl of the goblet, into which he 
buried the revolving centre.   From there on it 
would simply be a matter of moving 
progressively along, supporting the thin stem with 
his fingers, perhaps turning some captive rings on 
the way, until he reached the point where he 
wanted the foot of the goblet to begin.  After that 
it would have been easy to complete the foot.  
Because the wood was still green, he would have 
undercut the foot so as to produce a thin cross 

section, otherwise the foot would have split as 
the goblet dried out.   Tony  presented me with 
the finished goblet, and it stands in my display 
cabinet as I write.  My goblet stands about 17 
cm high, and its 
stem is about 1.5 
mm thin.  I was 
able to take some 
photos while it was 
being made, and 
some of these 
accompany this 
article, plus a 
specially taken one 
of the finished 
piece.

I understand that 
T o n y ’ s  
demonstration 
goblet was taller 
than mine, and 
perhaps with a 
thinner stem, such 
that the bowl part 
was too heavy for the stem, and it bowed its 
head!.  Nevertheless, it represented a display of 
considerable skill in its making.  Having seen 
how to do it, why not try it yourself?  You will, 
like me put a few pieces into the ”designer 
firewood” box before you master it.   A.TS. 
techniques!

Events 
March 1st & 2nd Harrow Arts Association Show. MWA has been invited to take part in 
this show, which will be held in the Harrow Arts Centre.  Ralph Pooley has the details.

March  13th   Workshop Evening.  Members will be invited to take part, and are also invited to 
bring their tools along.  Regrinding & resharpening will be possible, and turning techniques may be 
practised on the club’s three M330 lathes.

The Cow Byre Exhibition.   It has been confirmed that we have the use of the Cow Byre in 
Ruislip from October 26th to November 1st.  Please add these dates to your diaries.

Turn East 2008.  Saturday 16th August.  A one day Seminar by Norfolk Woodturners 
Society.  Details on the notice board.   Application forms may be had from Mike Collas.
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Ally Pally 2008
Once again MWA was pleased to be responsible 
the setting up, stewarding and demonstrations for 
the AWGB at the Woodworker Show this year.  
Members of the Committee, led by Ralph Pooley, 
set things up on the Thursday before the opening 
of the show on Friday.  They also had the job of 
breaking the stand down and packing all the 
precious exhibition items when the show closed on 
Sunday.  Each day started quietly, but by lunch 
time a goodly crowd was in evidence, yet for some 
reason, on the Friday and Saturday, by 3.30 pm, 
the crowd had thinned out, and in fact the show 
could easily have closed early.  Local road works 
had caused long delays for many people, and that 
could have been a reason.

There were many turners demonstrating at this 
show, and there was some excellent turnery on the 
competition stand.  This display was rather 
cramped, and I was not able to get a usable photo 
of the very interesting entry by Dennis Keeling.  
Perhaps it will get an airing in the Woodworker 
magazine.   Elsewhere there was excellent turnery 
on show on the stands of Cheam Woodturners and 
Surrey Association of Woodturners, and besides 
the AWGB display of superb pieces, the 
Worshipful Company of Turners had on show 
some of the most beautifully made turnery that 
your scribe has ever seen.

Trade stands were noticeably thin on the ground, 
and many of the regulars had clearly decided to 
give this 
show a miss.  
A sign of the 
t i m e s  
perhaps, with 
returns no 
l o n g e r  
warranting 
the increasing 
costs of 
putting on a 
display.    
This made 
for much 
more room to 
move about 
the hall, to the 
g r e a t e r  
comfort of 
all. 

Amongst the demonstrators on the AWGB 
stand we were delighted to have one of the most 
well known turners, Bill Jones.  Bill, now well 
into his 80s, has spent a lifetime as an Ivory 
turner. He is probably the last person still living 
who knows the methods of this unique trade. He 
is the last of  his family to practice the trade, and 
has no sons to take it over from him. It is always 
a privilege to 
be able to 
watch him at 
work while he 
is still with us.   
Almost all of 
Bill’s tools are 
scrapers, many 
if  not most 
made by 
himself, and he 
has a great 
variety of them, not forgetting his famous arm 
rest. We saw him use a gouge briefly, and we 
are told that only quite recently he has 
discovered some of the uses of a skew!  

Bill made 
one of his 
trademark 
screw top 
boxes.  He 
does not 
need to use 
g l u e ,  
because all 
components 

of the box are screwed together, using hand 
chased threads.  We did not see him use any 
measuring tools either, as he has measurements 
built into his head after a lifetime of usage, and 
quickly produced perfectly fitting parts.  And of 
course, polishing 
was done after 
the job was 
completed, using 
a buffing wheel 
and carefully  
chosen buffing 
sticks.    His 
methods are quite 
different from 
those used by 
most turners 
today.
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Thought for the month
An old craftsman, when asked which was his greatest work, after some thought replied  ”My  next”.  

     Anon



Gallery 

On this page :  
 Items displayed on the AWGB  stand 

at the Woodworker Show 2008, 

selected from the Instant Gallery at 

the AWGB Seminar 2007
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