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NEWSLETTER

Editor’s  Comments 

              Visit:   www.middxturners.com

Preparations for the Exhibition at the Cow Byre in 
Ruislip are now complete. All it needs is the support 
of the members.  Ralph Pooley and his team would 
like me to remind you that unlike the roomy 
marquees we have occupied during the year, the 
Cow Byre is a quite small space.  Exhibitors will 
initially be allocated only half a table top or the 
equivalent for their displays .  It will be a case of  
keeping reserve stock under the tables, and topping 
up the displays as sales are made. Staff on duty will 
ensure that items are replaced as some are sold.  
To that end, please mark your boxes clearly with 
your names, and provide each item with a 
completed exhibitor’s ticket.   The Duty Roster will be 
prepared  beforehand, and members will be 
approached to fill the spaces.  Again, because of the 
small space, not too many people will be expected 
to be there on each day.  Commission is somewhat 
greater for this show, because we have to pay rent 
for the venue, and also a percentage plus VAT on 
our total sales to the Local Authority.

Ralph Pooley has all the details and paperwork, 
including a copy of the revised rules for this show.

Alan  

Liquid Paraffin

Not to be confused with Paraffin Oil, as used in lamps, Liquid Paraffin can be used as 
finish for salad bowls and bread boards.  It is a light mineral oil, non poisonous, and 
does not harden after application. Though food safe, it should never be ingested. (It 
was once used as a lubricant for occasional constipation!)   Apply freely after sanding, 
allow to soak in, then wipe off the surplus and burnish. Repeat as necessary.  Another 
use is to lubricate the tool when difficult rough patches of end grain are encountered. 
Simply apply to the rough patch, and wipe off the surplus before continuing to turn.  
Liquid Paraffin is hard to come by, but the MWA shop has a small supply.  



AGM. November 2008
Once again the AGM is upon us, and once again, your officers and committee appeal to 
you, the members, to nominate those whom you wish to see appointed to run the 
Middlesex Woodturners Association.  It should never be assumed that all the existing 
officers and committee will automatically carry on without being asked to do so by the 
Members.  Also, there will be vacancies to be filled this time, so please make your 
wishes known by making your nominations, using the nomination forms which you all 
have.   We ask Members who have particular skills and knowledge which would be of 
use in the running of the Association to consider finding sponsors and putting their 
names forward.   Committee meetings take place once per month, normally in Adrian 
Needham’s home in Datchet, and all officers and committee members take a full part 
in the team work needed for maintaining a successful Association.  Apart from the 
work, Committee meetings are also good social occasions   Please give this important 
matter your consideration.

Jewellery Making
Many of us have a box of small pieces of exotic 
woods left over from larger projects, which are  
“too good to throw away.”  Apart from knobs 
and finials, miniature furniture for dolls houses 
and jewellery provide useful ways of using up 
these odds and ends.  

Brian Partridge 
joined us in August 
to show how he 
approaches making 
attractive wooden 
jewel lery.    
Probably the most 
obvious thing to 
make is a pendant.  
For this Brian 
chose a well spalted 
oddment of light 
coloured timber, 
probably beech or 
s y c a m o r e .   
Mounted in the chuck,  this was soon made 
cylindrical to a measured diameter, and the profile 
of the pendant turned on the end of the piece.  A  
hole could be made in its centre at this stage if a 
concentric shape was aimed for.  (For an offset 
hole, a form of eccentric chuck would be 
required.)

Once the profile had been shaped and polished, 
the pendant was parted off as a thin slice.  the back 
could be left flat, and finished by hand sanding, 
but Brian chose to mount the slice in a jam chuck 
(hence the initial turning to a measured diameter) 
for profiling and finishing the back of the piece.  
The jam chuck had a hole through it so that the 

finished piece could 
be ejected with a 
wooden rod, and if 
necessary, the 
pendant could be 
buffed to a higher 
finish The pendant 
could be suspended 
on a thin leather 
thong or a cord, 
with or without a 
fastener of some kind, Alternatively a small 
“finding” could be glued on to take a neck 
chain.

Brian showed two ways of making earrings.  
One way involved turning a smaller version of 
the pendant.  A cylinder was turned and profiled 
as before, then cut off as a thick slice.  This was 
glued onto a simple eccentric chuck, the 
operation of which may be understood from the 
photograph.  The chuck provides for on centre 
and off centre turning to a fixed setting, allowing 
for an offset hole to be made and blended into 
the profile.  When finished, the earring was cut 
off as a thin slice 
and the flat back 
finished by hand.  
This would be 
OK for earrings, 
which are left and 
right handed so 
that the backs 
would not be 
obvious when 
they are worn.  If 
a profiled back 
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was required, then an offset jam chuck would be 
needed.   For earrings, findings must be used, and 
Brian said that sourcing findings was not easy.  
He found his findings mostly at local craft fairs, 
but some turning suppliers (incl. Craft Supplies), 
suppliers of light crafts materials, and dealers in 
lapidary supplies list them.

Another way to make earrings was to use 
laminated blanks, 
turned between 
centres.  One 
blank makes a pair 
of earrings.  The 
photograph gives 
the general idea.  
One blank yields a 

pair of earrings.  It is necessary to use an epoxy 
resin glue to make up the blanks, and to make sure 
of a very fine glue line by planing the joint faces 
rather than sanding them.  Laminated blanks make 

good pendants 
too, limited only 
by the ingenuity 
of the turner.

Brian had on 
display a variety 
of wooden 
jewellery items, 
and boxes of 
findings.

Brian did not 
say so, but 
m u c h  
information on 
w o o d e n  
j e w e l l e r y  

making may be found in the book 
Woodturning Jewellery, by Hilary Bowen, pub. 
GMC.  There is a copy in the MWA Library.

Jewellery contd.
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After the AGM 
We aim to get the business part of the evening over as quickly as possible so as to leave time for our 
member Dennis Keeling to give a presentation about segmented turning. Many members will be 
familiar with the beautiful open segmented items which Dennis produces, and for which he has won 
prizes at major shows.  Dennis will talk about segmented turning and about open segmented turning.  
He comments: ”Amateur turners have plenty of time but scarce and expensive wood resources, and 
there is no longer a market for plain bowls which can be made in a couple of hours.   Segmented 
turners, on the other hand, can spend six months making an unusual shape out of scrap wood - but on 
the other hand, they have had six months of incredible enjoyment making that masterpiece.  
Unfortunately, there is still no market for it - but that’s not why they made it.”   

September Club Evening 
There were four small lathes in action for the 
Club evening. The intention was to give less 
experienced members a chance to update their 
skills under the guidance of more accomplished 
members.  Craft fair items were the theme for 
three of the lathes, but as a treat for more  
advanced turners, Gary Rance took advantage of 
the variable speed afforded by one of the lathes 
to instruct members in thread chasing.  Also, as 
many members are hampered by the poor state 
of their tools, Ralph Pooley, as well as advising 
on turning, made time to give advice and 
assistance to those whose tools were below par.  
The range of skills imparted was surprisingly 
wide, depending upon what was being made, 
including light pulls, bottle stoppers bud vases 
and Christmas tree decorations.  It was 
rewarding to note that the number of members 

actually turning was greater than has been seen 
in the past, and to see others, who while not 
actually turning, taking interest in the skills 
being demonstrated.  Apart from that, members 
were enjoying the evening, with coffee etc. 
available most of the time, and plenty of 
opportunity for a good old nag.  Our thanks are 
due to Gary and Luke Rance, Brian 
Wooldridge, and Ralph Pooley who did sterling 
work during the evening.  While all that was 
going on, the monthly competition was in full 
swing, with some very interesting items on 
display as members racked up their points for 
the Annual Competition.  Pictures taken at the 
event are on the Gallery page.

Do tell your committee what you would like to 
do on Club evenings.



Gallery
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Do look at these on our web site!


